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Carla Mazzio

Shakespeare: Tragedies and Romances

English 16600

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 12:00-1:20

University of Chicago, Spring 2006
COURSE: This course will focus on Shakespeare’s tragedies and romances, starting with an early experiment in tragedy, Titus Andronicus, and moving into the later plays including Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, Macbeth, Cymbeline, The Winter’s Tale, Pericles and The Tempest. Weekly assignments will enable students to experiment with a range of interpretive approaches Shakespeare. Assignments will  focus, for example, on close reading with attention to the early meanings of words, on the analysis of a filmic adaptation of one play, on performance analysis (with attention to sound, tone, and early conditions of theatrical performance), and on what it may be like to “edit” a passage from Shakespeare’s King Lear.

TEXTS:   The Complete Pelican Shakespeare, edited by Stephen Orgel, is our central text for this course. This is now available at the Seminary Coop Bookstore (under English 16600). If you currently have the Bevington edition, you may use that excellent edition as well. 
COURSE WEBSITE: Weekly assignments will be posted on our central course website, located at: http://shakespeareatchicago.uchicago.edu.  Also, for the curious,  additional resources on Shakespeare and Renaissance language, history and culture are available for you at:  (http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/modlits/eng16600.html).
REQUIREMENTS: Requirements for this course include regular attendance, with active and informed participation in class and in sections; two course papers (a midterm paper of 5 pages, and a final paper of 7-9 pages), weekly writing assignments (always posted on the web), and the memorization of any 20 line passage from a play of your choice.  Importantly, because the weekly assignments are designed to inform class and section discussion, no assignment will be accepted late.
SECTIONS: Attendance is mandatory, and part of your participation grade for the course. Sections will begin the first week of classes.  Section leaders are Sarah Keller (skeller@uchicago.edu),  Michael Meewis (mmeeuwis@uchicago.edu) and Aidan Jonson (hogarth@uchicago.edu). All sections will meet on Fridays. Your section will be posted on the course website on the Thursday of the first week, so be sure to check it to see what section you are in (including leader, place and time). 
OFFICE HOURS: I will have office hours every Thursday from 2:00-3:00 PM in #415 Rosenwald. Important note: If you would like to come to my office hours,  please just email me the times you are available to come in by Wednesday evening (so there is no overlap of appointments) and I will email you back with a time. If you cannot make my office hours and would like to meet, please feel free to email me to set up an appointment. My email is mazzio@uchicago.edu and faculty mailbox is located in the English Department, Walker Hall, 4th Floor. 
Syllabus
Week 1:
Tuesday, March 28, Introduction. 

Thursday, March 30: Titus Andronicus 

Week 2:  
Tuesday, April 4, Titus Andronicus
Thursday, April 6, Hamlet     
 “What’s in a Word”? Web Assignment due in class:
Week 3: 
Tuesday, April 11, Hamlet
T

Wednesday, April 12:  Film Screening; Hamlet 2000 7PM (place TBA).
Thursday, April 13, Hamlet
“The Film’s The Thing”: Web Assigment due in class: 
Week 4: 
Tuesday,  April 18, Othello
Thursday, April 20, Othello
Friday: Paper I (5 pages) Due by noon:  One copy to your section leader,  one copy in my mailbox.

Week 5:
Tuesday, April 25, King Lear
Thursday, April 27, King Lear
“Editing Lear”: Web Assignment due in class: 
Week 6:
Tuesday, May 2, Macbeth
Thursday, May 4, Macbeth

 “The Acoustical Macbeth:”Web Assignment due in class: 
Week 7: 
Tuesday, May 9, Cymbeline  


Wednesdya, May 10, 20 line memorization due (my office 415 Rosenwald, times TBA)
Thursday, May 11, Cymbeline
Week 8: 
Tuesday, May 16, The Winter’s Tale: 
Thursday, May 18, The Winter’s Tale
Reproductive Technologies: Web Assignment due in class.
Week 9: 
Tuesday, May 23, Pericles
Thursday, May 25, Pericles
Week 10:          Tuesday, May 30:  The Tempest

Final papers, 7-8 pages, due on Tuesday, June 6thth by 4PM 

One copy to your section leader,  one copy in my faculty mailbox. 

